OF THE INSTITUTION AND EDUCATION OF

CHILDREN; TO THE LADIE DIANA OF

FOIX, COUNTESSE OF GURSON

1 NEVER knew father, how crooked and de-
formed soever his sonne were, that would
either altogether cast him off, or not acknowl-
edge him for his owne: and yet (unlesse he be
meerely besotted or blinded in his affection) it
may not be said, but he plainly perceiveth his de-
fects, and hath a feeling of his imperfections.
But so it is, he is his owne. So is it in my selfe.
I see better than any man else, that what I have
set downe, is nought but the fond imaginations
of him, who in his youth hath tasted nothing but
the paring, and seen but the superficies of true
learning; whereof he hath retained but a generall
and shapelesse forme: a smacke of everything in.
generall, but nothing to the purpose in particular:
After the French manner. To be short, I know
there is an art of Phisicke; a course of lawes;
foure parts of the Mathematikes; and I am not
altogether ignorant, what they tend unto. And
perhaps I also know the scope and drift of
Sciences in generall, to be for the service of our
life. But to wade further, or that ever I tired
my seife with plodding upon Aristotle (the Mon-
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